[Lysozyme in children with acute and chronic inflammatory intestinal diseases].
Fecal lysozyme excretion was determined in two hundred children and adolescent. In sixty three infants with enteritis due to Rotavirus the fecal lysozyme level was found to be significant higher than in the feces of a group of healthy infants (p less than 0.01). Elevated fecal lysozyme excretion could be detected in patients with untreated Crohn's disease. After treatment with Salazosulfapyridine, Prednisone and elemental diet during six week a significant drop in fecal lysozyme level was observed (p less than 0.01). In eighteen adolescent with Colitis ulcerosa and Crohn's disease the lysozyme level of colonic mucosa was found to be significant higher than a control group (p less than 0.01). The fecal lysozyme excretion can be used as an indicator for the clinical activity of the disease, as a control for therapeutic efficiency and a marker for a relapse.